
 

2023 Teaching Stratford Program Details 

The Teaching Stratford Program invites teachers to deepen their students’ experience of visiting the theatre 

by learning and putting into practice innovative approaches to teaching selected plays on the Stratford Festival 

playbill.  

What are the Goals of the Teaching Stratford Program? 

 To support theatre and drama as a vital part of the educational experience 

 To enrich teachers’ expertise by studying these productions in historical and artistic contexts, focusing 

on the creative artistry required to produce them, and viewing and discussing them as live arts 

experiences 

 To enhance the enjoyment of theatre for teachers and students in both the classroom and at the 

theatre 

 To support the creative and pedagogical development of both artists and teachers through partnership 

 

Who Can Participate?  

 All elementary and secondary level teachers who are bringing students to see a play at the Stratford 

Festival in the 2023 season 

 

The program is comprised of three parts: Teacher Professional Development, Artists in the Classroom and 

Student Matinées.  

 

1. Teacher Professional Development  

Participating teachers will spend August 22 & 23 at the Stratford Festival previewing plays and working with 

collaboratively with Education and company members to explore active approaches to the material. They will 

also begin to plan and schedule artist visits to the classroom. Teachers must commit to both days.  

 

Teaching artists and teachers will collaboratively explore active approaches to the material and begin to plan 

and schedule artist visits to the classroom. The teacher participating in the August workshops is the teacher 

who must be in the classroom with the teaching artist in the fall. 

 

2. Artists in Your Classroom  

Teaching artists make two visits to each participating classroom, one before and one after the student 

matinée, to facilitate hour-long workshops. Together with the teacher they will work to more deeply engage 

students in the themes and questions explored in the play they are seeing that fall.  

 

The continuity of the relationship between teacher and teaching artist is intended to provide an opportunity 

for artists to observe and develop their pedagogy and for teachers to observe and practice new, arts-based 

strategies in the classroom. This relationship begins during the August PD days. The artist classroom visits are 

a chance for the teacher and artist to deliver curriculum collaboratively.  

 



3. Student Matinées 

Each teacher will bring their participating classes to the Stratford Festival to see a performance of one (or 

more) of the following shows of their choosing: King Lear, Much Ado About Nothing, Love’s Labour’s Lost, A 

Wrinkle in Time, Frankenstein Revived, or Rent.  

 

This visit also includes a free Prologue (at 11am) in advance of the performance or a post-show chat 

immediately following (available only for Love’s Labour’s Lost and Rent as there are no scheduled Prologues). 

These must be booked in advance and are subject to availability. 

 

What is the Cost? 

 The Stratford Festival funds the August sessions (including workshops and performance tickets to four 

shows), complimentary Prologues/post-show chats in connection with the student matinée, as well as 

the classroom visits by teaching artists. 

 

 Teachers are responsible for transportation to and from the Stratford Festival in August, and any 

additional expenses incurred while in Stratford during the first stage of the program, including meals, 

and accommodations where necessary. 

 

 The program does not cover the cost of student theatre tickets or transportation. If necessary, schools 

may apply for financial assistance to help with the cost of bussing. Teachers who register by May 15 

are guaranteed $200 to put toward their bussing costs. 

 

 A deposit of $175 +tax ($197.75) is required to secure your registration. The deposit will ultimately be 

applied to your ticket order.  It is refundable only prior to June 1st. For cancellations after June 1st your 

deposit will be donated to the Theatre Arts Camp financial assistance fund (in which case a tax receipt 

will be issued). 

 

Registration 

 The registration deadline is June 15th. 

 At the time of registration, teachers must indicate the number of classes they expect to be 

participating. We recognize your teaching assignments and classes may not be definite until 

September, so you may confirm the number of participating classes then. 

 A deposit of $175 +tax ($197.75) is required to secure your registration.  The deposit will be applied to 

your ticket order when you book your class trip. It is refundable only prior to June 1st. For cancellations 

after June 1st, your deposit will be donated to the Theatre Arts Camp financial assistance fund (in which 

case a tax receipt will be issued). 

 

 


